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3. Partners
The PPER is possible through the cooperation of the following partners:

Joint UNEP/OCHA Environment Unit
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3. Link to the Flash Environmental Assessment Tool

This section describes how the PPER fits in relation to other key environmental
assessment methodologies, in particular to the Flash Environmental Assessment Tool.

Flash Environment Assessment Tool
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4. Development of the project
An overview of the development of the PPER project can be divided in three sections:
1. Experiences to date
Current use

Possible future application

1. EXPERIENCES TO DATE
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2. CURRENT USE: RESPONSE TOOL

An example of a PPER can be found in Annex II1.
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3. FUTURE APPLICATION: PREVENTION TOOL
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Preliminary conclusion
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Action required: Taking in consideration the danger posed by certain facilities and industrial
installations both for its national population as for international relief workers, countries are
encouraged to share national information to decrease the danger of secondary risks.
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Action required: Two options:
1. Application of the ‘space charter’ for certain very expensive databases.

One way of overcoming the financial obstacle in accessing the information in the database is the use of
the ‘International Charter on Space & Major Disasters’. Through this charter, civil defense
organizations can request satellite data from several space agencies in the case of natural or
technological disasters under certain conditions. If used for the purpose of the PPER, data would
remain with the company maintaining the database on secondary risks, but upon the occurrence of an
disaster, the relevant information can be released to the Joint Research Centre and the Joint
Environment Unit for the use in the PPER.

2. Provision of financial means to acquire full access to the databases
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Action required: Research needs to be undertaken to gather all this information from the different
sources so that it can be inserted in the database.
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Action required:
- Integrate all information of these various websites into the database

-Screen the Internet for additional public available information sources
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5. Conclusion
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ANNEX I: List of public available information sources

Type of facility Public available information source
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ANNEX III- Example of a PPER

Joint UNEP/OCHA Environment Unit
Profile of Potential Environmental Risks

Floods Uruguay- May 11, 2007
FL-2007-000057-URY

Objective:

The objective of the Profile of Potential Environmental Risks (PPER) is to alert the UN Country Team
after the natural disaster to potential secondary risks posed by large infrastructure and industrial
facilities containing hazardous materials located in the affected area. This information can be shared
with local and national authorities. Any actual secondary risk should be addressed at the earliest
possible stage.

Event: Uruguay is suffering one of its worst floods sincel959. The damage caused by this vear's
unusually prolonged floods is very extensive. Over 110,000 people have been affected. The floods
caused severe damage to public infrastructure including roads, water supply. sewerage. drainage.
power and telephone lines. housing, agriculture and municipal buildings, particularly schools and

healthcare facilities.

Summarv of findings:

The following large infrastructure and industrial facilities may pose a risk:

Facility/Industry

| HAZMAT, if applicable

| Hazard

1. Large infrastructure

Large hydrodams

3 hydroelectric dams at the Rio
Negro

Dam stability might be affected.
dammed water, high voltage
electricity

2. Establishments likely to hold hazardous materials (HAZMAT)'

Large storage or combustible-processing facilities

Petroleum production Gasoline, naphta, hydrofluoric Corrosive
acid, propane, butane, ethylene. | Flanunable
propylene, mercaptan, liquefied | Toxic
natural gas and other
combustibles

Transport of petroleum or gasoline

Gas distribution centre Natural gas. propane Inflammable

Pipelines Natural gas, propane, butane, Inflammable

ethylene, ethane. methane,
kerosene. crude petroleum.
chlorine, hydrogen. etc

Pressurized pipelines

Large cooling facilities

Food industry (slaughterhouses,
dairy products. fat, fish and
meat, breweries, refrigerated
warehouses, etc.)

Ammonia, freons, sulphure,
dioxide

Toxic
Corrosive

Specific basic products
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Tanneries Trivalent chromium sulphate, Toxic
sodium slats, arsenic, cvanide, Corrosive
ammonium sulphate, sulphuric
acid, lime and aniline.
Specific chemical products
Textile industry Benzene, naphthalene. acids, Flammable
alkalis, chlorine, bromine, Toxic
sodium nitrate. ammonia, Corrosive
sodium sulphate and metals Oxidizing
Metallurgic and electronic industr
Electronic industry Arsine, trimethylchlorosilane Toxic
Flammable
Corrosive

Public areas and services

Drinking water filtration plant Chlorine Toxic
Corrosive
Oxidizing

Sewage treatment plant Chlorine, hydrogen peroxide Toxic
Corrosive
Oxidizing

Hospitals Mercury, radioactive sources, Toxic
solvents, compressed gases, Radioactive
infectious substances Flammable

Infectious substances




